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I believe in sports. I believe in it religiously. 
And I'm attending this „church” whenever I 
get the chance, be it a stadium, a court, a 
race track or whatever it is. And I'm not 
talking about one specific type of sport 
here. Of course I like some more than 
others, but I do not think there is a sport that 
I do not enjoy watching, a sport in which I 
don't lose myself. I have dedicated many 
years in my life to sports and physical 
activity, I still do it and I do not regret any 
second I gave away to sports. I was either 
in the field, as a kid or as a junior, in tennis, 
soccer, basketball, athletism, karate (so it 
was back in my day, you were practicing all 
the sports) or in the stand, the supporters 
sect ion or at the press table and 
commented on a match or just watched it in 
order to write a chronicle in the newspaper. 
And now I travel all over the country to 
watch Robert's matches, my boy, who lives 
for basketball.

Sport has made me the person I am today. 
And besides me, there are many of us who 
bow to sports. If you happen to read these 
lines, you too have the same religion. 
You're a believer as well.

Unfortunately, everyone who believes in 
sports has a big problem. Sport chases 
away its parishioner. Football runs away 
from us, basketball runs away from us, 
handball runs away from us. And our role, 
as believers, is to bring it back on the right 
path.
We have reached a certain stage in football 
in which if you count all the spectators from 
all the stadiums of a first league round, you 

have less than those of a single women's 
football match in the first Spanish or Italian 
league. Basketball throughout the country 
is in the same critical state. There are 
matches at which even the players' 
relatives are not present any longer. And 
clubs seem ok with that. They get some 
money from the City Hall, they keep 
thinning a sponsor or two, pay a few 
salaries, pull a few under the books, get 
some money out from the away games' 
finances... you know, the romanian way, 
everybody has to live Where are the . 
supporters supposed to fit in this equation? 
They would certainly disturb the affairs with 
all their expectations, their criticism, their 
desire for victory.
There's other people who cannot imagine 
sports without spectators, but on our turf, 
many of the leaders actually desire fewer 
spectators. We even have federations that 
seem more pleased with the lack of 
attention from fans. It gives them the peace 
of mind to spend some nice money.
You can count on the fingers of one hand 
the number of places in Romania where the 
sport is really for the spectators. In 
basketball, Sibiu is one of these few places 
where supporters offer a meaning to the 
club and even funding and for the athletes 
they offer the ingredient without which 
t r a i n i n g  w o r k  b e c o m e s  u s e l e s s : 
motivation.

Sport is dead without fans. That's why I 
believe supporters must always be 
considered as the foremost player.
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It's an impressive number for those of us 
who, for so many years, dedicate our 
time and effort in writing, editing and 
printing this magazine. Who would've 
thought in the beginnings that we would 
reach this point and not only that, but also 
t he  f ea t  o f  be ing  wo r l d  reco rd 
c o n t e n d e r s .  I f  w e  w o u l d  d o  a 
retrospective, I'm sure we would count 
hundreds of interviews, previews, 
articles about local, national and 
international basketball, hundreds or 
perhaps thousands of pictures and for 
sure, thousands of voluntary work hours, 
all spend with passion and happiness, 
with our minds and our hearts dedicated 
to our beloved team and to you, mad fans 
of this beautiful team. Plenty of unslept 
hours heap up, or all those „stolen” hours 
from all sorts of other activities spent just 
to finalize and send all the content in time 
so that the print meets the match hour.
 
Where did all this start from? Even 
though we now feel like we're doing this 
thing since forever, an incursion in the 
previous years is welcome especially for 
those who know less of what's going on 
behind this magazine. It all started from 
the incredibly active CSUFans web 
forum started in 2005, a place where 
dozens of topics related to basketball 
were simultaneously discussed fiercely, 
most of them dedicated to CSU Sibiu and 
its players, of course. The „keyboard 
supporters” – as they were meanly 
nicknamed at one point, considering the 
fact that most of these were attending the 
matches from their childhoods – felt the 
need to get to know themselves face to 
face, a thing which actually happened 
one year later. The first meetings were 
very interesting, especially for the fact 
that most of these guys were registered 

with all sorts of nicknames on the web 
forum and we were always mixing up 
the persons with the nicknames. Step 
by step we built up ideas to have 
meetups with the players, to have all 
sort of actions that were never tried of 
before and it was an obvious step 
afterwards to form an association as a 
NGO. 

thAfter “The 6  player” association was 
founded, things started to go better and 
be t te r  s ince  there  were  many 
enthusiasts willing to contribute. 
Editing this magazine was one of the 
first materialized ideas and it became 
also the longest, the most visible and 
the most constant project of the 
association. There was plenty written 
and said about the other projects in 
their time, so we will just enumerate 
them here: Promoting basketball in 
schools, The Basketball Days, Longest 
basketbal l  match in the wor ld, 
Christmas parties and Season end 
parties joining the team and fans, 
friendly matches with other teams' 
supporters, streetball match on a 
b u i l d i n g  r o o f t o p ,  s t r e e t b a l l 
championships, biggest flag in a 
Romanian sports hall, supporter props 
for the CSU Sibiu's matches, regular 
support for the trips at away matches, 
supporters' website and, the most 
recent project, erecting a statue to 
commemorate Toci. A lot of these 
p r o j e c t s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e d  i n 
collaboration with state or private 
institutions and organizations, with the 
help of sponsors and volunteers and it 
is an honor and a joy that we achieved 
to implicate so many of the community 
members in all of our actions.

200!
written by Călin Găvozdea
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We do not exaggerate a bit when we 

affirm the fact that during all these years, 

hundreds of people were implicated in the 

organization of all the actions, some of 

them still being active today, some of 

them parting ways along the way and 

some others leaving us forever leaving a 

void behind them. We're grateful to every 

single one of those mentioned before.
Hundreds of thousands of people inside 
the country and out probably heard about 
our actions and we don't intend to stop 
here. This anniversary magazine is an 
excellent occasion, isn't it? One of the initial 
ideas which is still valid now is to give back 
to the community and to multiply all the joy 
this beautiful sport is always giving us. 
Remembering, though, the ecstatic feeling 
everyone in the arena had after we broke 
the world record in 2007, seeing so many 
happy kids meeting their idols in their 

school's gyms – some of these kids being 
now basketball players, volunteers for the 
club or our association, or just fierce fans – 
witnessing all the interest people are 
investing into the magazine inside the 
match court and the mere fact that we're 
receiving praises and congratulations from 
everywhere, we believe we made it pretty 
much.
We do not intend to stop here! This 
magazine number is just a new milestone 
we achieved through work, willingness and 
patience and we're convinced many at 
least as interesting and passionate will 
follow. We hope you will continue along 
with us in this trip we started 14 years ago 
and that you will share with us the joy of 
every match, of every magazine lecture, of 

thevery initiative of “the 6  player”, out of love 
for basketball, for Sibiu and, of course, for 
CSU!



1.Romania as a FIBA founding 
member

A memorable first event in basketball, 
directly related to Romania, was 
recorded in 1932. The Romanian 
Basketball Federation was among the 
eight founding members of FIBA. The 
event took place in Geneva, Switzerland. 
The founders of the international 
f e d e r a t i o n  a r e  A r g e n t i n a , 
Czechoslovakia, Greece, Italy, Latvia, 
Portugal, Romania and Switzerland. 

2.Romania at the Olympics in 1952

Romania took part in the Summer 
Olympics. This was recorded at the 1952 
edition, hosted in Helsinki, Finland. The  
romanian team was assigned to Group C, 
where they played two matches: Canada 
(51-72) and Italy (39-53). The 1952 
games featured twelve players as part of 
t h e  r o m a n i a n  t e a m :  C o r n e l i u 
Călugăreanu,  Gr igore Costescu, 
Emanoil Raducanu, Andrei Folbert, 
Laszlo Mokos, Liviu Maghi, Mihai Nedef, 
Cezar Niculescu, Dan Niculescu, Adrian 
Petrosanu, Vasilie Popescu, Gheorghe 
Constantinide.

3.NBA superstars in Romania 

In 1964, basketball lovers in our country 
had the incredible chance to see the best 
basketball players on the planet. The 
team was assembled by the legendary 
Red Auerbach. The following players 
were part of it: Bil l Russell, Tom 
Heinsohn, KC Jones, Bob Cousy, Oscar 
Robertson, Jerry Lucas, Bob Pettit, Tom 
Gola. It was the first and only action in 
which the NBA superstars came to play in 
Romania. 

4.Lonciu Davidescu - the Romanian 
who won the Champions' Cup 

Professor Lonciu Davidescu had an 
impressive coaching career, being co-

opted in the staffs of several teams in 
Romania, Israel, the Netherlands and the 
United Kingdom, where he had many 
outstanding performances. The most 
remarkable results were recorded in the 
period spent with Maccabi Tel-Aviv. With 
Davidescu part of the technical staff, the 
team won the Champions League for the 
first time in history in 1977, then repeated 
the performance in the 1980s. 

5.Costel Cernat - 63 points in the 
Maccabi Tel-Aviv game

The romanian team Steaua Bucharest 
played against Maccabi Tel-Aviv in a 
Champions League game. Costel 
Cernat, the romanian player from the 
„Steaua Bucharest” club, scored 15 
three-point field goals and ended the 
game with 63 score points. Cernat ranks  
9th in the l ist  of  best indiv idual 
per fo rmances  in  a  game in  the 
EuroBasket history. 

6. Youth National Team in 1990 and 
1991

Romania's Youth National Team had two 
impressive results at the 1990 European 
Championship and the 1991 World Youth 
Championship. In August 1990, the 
European Championship took place in 
the Netherlands. Romania ranks fourth. 
One year later, in Canada, the World 
Championship took place. Our team 
ranked fifth.

Following players were part of the Youth 
Team: Gheorghe Mureșan, Costel 
Ș t e f a n ,  M a r c e l  Ț e n t e r ,  B r u n o 
Roschnafsky, Horia Păun, Ovidiu Scobai, 
Cornel Alecu, Antonio Alexe, Elemer 
Tordai. Titi Popa and Alexandru Pteancu 
participated in the 1990 tour, while 
Alexandru Bicov, Constantin Mircea and 
Constantin Pălîi participated in the tour of 
1991.

Pag. 6 written by Adi Micinic 

The highlights of romanian basketball
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7. Hosting the European 
Championship

Romania hosted three European 
basketball championships. The first one, 
the European Women's Championship, 
took place in Bucharest, in 1966. Twelve  
teams participated in it, and they played 
34 matches. Romania ranked fourth, the 
best result in history. In 2015, Romania 
hos ted  two  EuroBaske t  Women 
championship groups in Timisoara and 
Oradea,  host ing 20 matches.  In 
September 2017, Romania hosted a 
EuroBasket championship group in Cluj-
Napoca. Six national teams competed, 
comprising 11 players with contracts in 
the NBA.

8.Gheorghe Mureșan-the tallest player 
in NBA history

2.31 meters tall, the nicknamed "Big 
Ghiţă", is the tallest player in NBA history. 
He was selected as the 30th overall by 
the Washington Bullets in the 1993 NBA 
draft. He spent six years in the NBA and 
received was named NBA's Most 
Improved Player for the 1995–96 season 

af ter  averaging 14.5 points,  9.6 
rebounds, 2.26 blocks per game while 
making a league-leading 58.4 percent of 
his field goals.

Overall, with 307 games in the NBA, 207 
of which he was on the court, he holds 
career averages of 9.8 points, 6.4 
rebounds, 1.5 blocks per game with an 
average playtime of 22 minutes/game. 
He averaged 57% of scored field-goals 
and 64% at free throws. In total, he 
scored 3.022 points, had 1.957 rebounds 
and 455 blocks.

 9. Asesoft CSU Ploiesti - latest 
dominant force in the Romanian 
basketball

CSU Asesoft Ploiesti has become, in less 
than 20 years, the most successful 
trophy-winning club in the men's 
basketball in Romania. They have won 11 
championships in Romania, along with 
six Champion's Cup and a SuperCup. 
They also won a European Cup, the FIBA 
EuroCup Challenge in the 2004/05 
season.



Pag. 8

CSU SIBIU
Family. 
Brothers. 

written by Bogdan Brylynski

Every story begins with “once upon a 
time”. 
One upon a time, there was a dream. 
Just like any other dream, you know 
how it all begins, but you never know 
the ending. It's important to keep 
dreaming though. Flaviu Stoica was 
the first who started dreaming about an 
exemplary team for a city like Sibiu.

1971. 
Olimpia Sibiu was the first name of the 
local basketball team. This wonderful 
phenomena was built upon a foundation 
called prof. Flaviu Stoica. He was 
responsible of whatever happened on the 
court and outside of it. Olimpia entered the 
second League, but only after 6 years they 
made it to the first League.
„It was very difficult back then, everything 
had to pass through the Party, but they 
only dealt with football. Nicu Nan was our 
greatest support in those times, and we 
had to make it one way or another. I think 
we were the first in the country to come up 
with subscriptions and tickets. Even in 
those  t imes  many  s tuden ts  had 
subscriptions. After the 90's everyone 
started doing all kinds of bluffs, they all 
asked money back, so it was not easy to 
get a competitive budget.” Says Mircea 
Vulc, the long-life coach of Sibiu team who 
at that time coached together with Flaviu 
Stoica.

"I grew up and learned from the oldest 
team members and every training was like 
a match for us, the 5-6 new kids in the 
team. Apostu, Palheghi, Chirila, Bretz, 
Diane, Bleahu, Herbert were the ones who 
taught us what it means to play for Sibiu, to 
prepare at every training as if to play a 

final, to address the supporters of the 
team, to make friendships with the Balanta 
workers, to greet the fans during the 
matches and on the street, to go to 
college. Team members have cultivated a 
civic responsibility within ourselves, from 
which this unconditional love of the fans 
and team has been born" says Beny 
Pelger, our eternal number 10 on the field.

1995. 
Cornel Alecu, Nelu Lefter, Elemer Tordai, 
Attila Kincses, Silviu Corodi, Viorel 
Ciocian, Marcel Lăpădat, Benny Pelger, 
Bogdan Spânu, Ovidiu Teleabă, Claudiu 
Muntean and Gabriel Viciu – 
the 12 who managed to bring Sibiu for the 
first time at the top of the Romanian 
basketball. Five terrible matches with 
Steaua, a cruel duel that has become 
decisive in the small  and eternal 
inconvenient arena besides the theater, 
the " grocery", as even those who have 
never traveled there know it. 

“I remember that when winning the first 
title, the supporters were marching on the 
streets, it was like a festival. Some of them 
came in front of the building where we 
lived and began singing with joy. It was like 
a fairytale” says Claudiu Muntean. In 1996 
we won the bronze medal, in 1997 and 
1998 we won the silver medals. They won 
in 1997, again in 1998, they couldn't do 
that for the third time. Sibiu played 
magnificently in the last final that they 
won, defeated the opponent in all three 
games and brought the second title to the 
record.

foto: Ovidiu Matiu

Puncte Recuperări Pase decisive Mingi pierdute 
Procentaje 

aruncări 
 

87.7 – 81.8 
 

36.7 – 33.5 
 

18.1 – 14.5 
 

12.9 – 13.5 
1p 65.2 - 76.6 
2p 55.7 - 50.8 
3p 37.9 - 33.2 
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2019
20 years after the last title, BC CSU Sibiu 
finished the regular season on first place. 
Last year they were only one step further, 
but the Cluj team won the last game and 
“stole” us the first position in the last 
round. There is also the Final Four of the 
Romanian Cup, with great chances to be 
in the final. We have a big opportunity to 
get the title this year. Let's finally reap the 
benefits of the 20 years of waiting. A 
"double win" would be an unrelenting 
dream.

Family
The beautiful and eternal love of fans and 
players began in the unassuming 
"grocery" by the little theater hall. There 
was no way you could not be friends with 
the one you were cramming along. 
Thousands of away game trips were 
made, not a town in the Romanian 
basketball that did not see young people 
in yellow and blue entering the hall. And 
there were few moments when the Sibiu 
supporters were more numerous than the 
local audience. The media, basketball 
players, technical staff, opponent players 
all have praised the phenomenon created 
in the Sibiu tribunes and took with them to 
every away match.

Epilogue
Fate made me come to Sibiu in 1999, and 
I had my first real contact with the city, in 
Transylvania Hall. I did not know anything 
about CSU, or about the Sibiu basketball, 
but if I close my eyes even now, after 
twenty years, I remember Beny Pelger 
perfectly, running around the court with a 
huge smile on his lips, I will never forget 
that explosion of joy.

The moment we realized see that we were 
a family was the moment we went through 
the hard times. A family of ragged souls 
was when I drove Toci to the pit. The tears 
of the tough Cornel Alecu I will never 
forget, as I will not forget the bent backs of 
his colleagues who were carrying their 
brother to the pit. I will not forget the 
hundreds of crowns that covered the tomb 
of Ilie Mitea. And neither Radu. Our 
Raducu, the biggest and the best of us, 
the number one in the arena, the number 
one in the stands. Our brothers. Our 
family. We are called CSU Sibiu.
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Reading Stands Tall

written by Ionuț Georgescu

For me, basketball is a way of life. 
Besides spending time with my family - 
although I think my wife would object 
to this - it all revolves around the 
creation of Professor James Naismith. 
C u r r e n t l y  f o c u s e d  o n  s p o r t s 
management and on all that it stands 
for, I've decided to spend at least two 
hours every day studying, perceiving it 
as a hobby.

In the following lines I tried to name the top 
4 books that i recommend, only a few from 
a very long list that i always share with 
players, coaches or overall basketball 
lovers.

1.Michael Jordan: The Life (author 
Roland Lazenby) 

I have seen all the documentaries with His 
Airness, but this book, translated into 
Romanian, gave me a private and 
intimate look into the world of Jordan, 
starting with Michael's grandparents, the 
origins and problems of his family, and 
ending with the moment when "The 
GOAT" took over Charlotte Bobcats after 
his fabulous basketball career.

2.Leading with the Heart – Mike 
Krzyzewski

Coach K has been training Duke 
University's basketball team for 39 years. 
Having 5 NCAA championships won, with 
three Olympic champion titles and two 
world champion titles, as the "head" of the 

US national team, the deputy of Chuck 
Daily for the famous "Dream Team" in 
1992, this book turns into a "must read" for 
coaches and managers, but also for 
business developers  who want to 
become leaders and performance 
catalysts in their fields.

3. Dream Team – Jack McCallum

The well-known American author who 
signed the volume "Golden Days: West's 
Lakers, Steph's Warriors, and California 
Dreamers Who Reinvented Basketball" in 
2017 - was the Sports Illustrated delegate 
at the 1992 Barcelona Olympic Games 
having had the task of writing about the 
"Dream Team" of Jordan, Bird and Magic. 
McCallum has managed to recreate the 
story of the team that has changed the 
perception of the whole world about 
basketball and the NBA, inspiring kids like 
Gasol, Ginobili, Nowitzi or Parker to 
become today's legends.

4. Mamba Mentality – Kobe Bryant

Kobe has opened his book of secrets to 
readers, and this book may serve as a 
model for those who want to know what a 
champion mentality really means. The 
player who won 5 NBA championships as 
well as an Oscar for the short film "Dear 
Basketball" analyzes his routine, recovery 
program, tactical and psychological 
training, tackling every major opponent in 
his career, revealing the secrets of an 
extraordinary career.
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Four exceptional basketball players. Four 
leaders of the national team. Four 
generations. Four sportsmen that have 
contributed greatly to the international 
image of Romanian basketball. Unlike the 
fact that Ghiță Mureșan has evolved until 
a certain point of his career in Cluj, the 
other ones have been trained in other 
systems, since young ages. They were all 
on top of the Romanian basketball in the 
last three decades.

“I'M SURE WE'LL HAVE ANOTHER 
ROMANIAN PLAY IN THE NBA” – 
GHIȚĂ MUREȘAN

Ghiță Mureșan, the most representative 
player in the history of the Romanian 
basketball, raised in Romania, ended up 
playing in the strongest League in the 
world. People in NBA are still mentioning 
Romania because of this. Today he is an 
ambassador for the Washington Wizards, 
a man inside Giant Basketball that trains 
young generations every year, both in the 
US and Romania.

1. At the time you played for Cluj, what do 
you remember about the games against 
Sibiu? How was it back then?

Back then I don't think that we had the 
notion of regional - Ardeal - Derby. The 
games were fiery though, and that I 
remember with joy. We were playing in the 
small arena in Sibiu and we had famous 
opponents, such as Claudiu Munteanu, 
Klaus Herbert, Beni Pelger, the former 
Elemer Tordai.  Those were some 
awesome matches. But this rivalry, the 
regional - Ardeal – Derby can only be a 
good thing for the Romanian basketball.

2. You are still the only Romanian, 
raised in the Romanian basketball, 
who played in the NBA. I know it's a 
vast subject, but can you tell us in a few 
works what do you think we should do 
to send another player in the NBA?

Romania should find itself again, then 
build up a new talent. Talented people are 
born every day, but the extremely skilled 
ones maybe not so often. We have to find 
that player that not only has the athletic 
features, and is great with the ball, but that 
also has the mental strength needed in 
order to reach the NBA. Today in Romania 
we have lots of kids playing basketball, 
and that's a good thing. We must watch 
over them carefully, raise them and 
cultivate the skills they were born with.

3. If you were to talk to a younger 
version of yourself, around 17-18 years 
old, what kind of advice would you give 
him? 

Wow, that is a hard question. When I was 
17, I was working extremely hard. Not 
very smart though, but a lot. I would tell 
him to focus more on speed, position and 
sharpness, to work more on strength, to 
watch what he's eating. I would also tell 
him to go to school once in a while, and not 
leave everything to basketball, but learn 
English, be prouder of him, and always 
“heads' up”! Ooh, and change the haircut 
(laughing).

THE DAY YOU DON'T TRAIN, YOUR 
OPPONENT SURELY DOES” – VIRGIL 
STĂNESCU

It was late when he began his way to the 
great performance, about the time when 
some kids drop out of basketball. 
However, in the last two decades Virgil 
became one of the most important figures 
in the Romanian basketball. Around the 
time he played for Frankfurt Skyliners, he 
was the first Romanian player in the new 
format of the Euroleague that continued 
the traditional European Champions Cup. 
As a manager, he's trying to develop the 
commercial side of basketball and 
Romanian sports.      

GHIȚĂ, VIRGIL, VLAD, EMI
The aces - The four of A kind THAT STAND  
Behind SIBIU FOR THE Guinness World REcords     
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1.  You played several  t imes in 
Transilvania arena in Sibiu for the 
national team and for Steaua team. How 
would you describe the experience, 

both from the position 
of the opponent and 
t h a t  o f  a  b e l o v e d 
player?

Yes, I played several 
t imes in Transilvania 
arena, the first few times 
were with the national 
team. So I must admit that 
the climate was friendly! 
( laughs).  However,  I 
a l w a y s  l o v e d  t h e 
atmosphere there, even if 
they  cheered  fo r  o r 
against us. Besides, the 
Sibiu fans have taken the 
Transilvania arena with 
them when attending the 
a w a y  g a m e s .  T h e 
Transilvania arena has a 
unique, beautiful, clean 
and civilized energy. I 
remember playing for 
Steaua, and although our 
supporters were there 
also, there was no need 
for armed forces. You get 

goose bumps in moments like these.

2. You were the first Romanian that 
played in the Euroleague, your career 
includes top championships in Europe 
such as Germany, Turkey, Russia or 
Italy. What should a young Romanian 
do to try to follow your footsteps?

One should dream higher and further 
away, but start lower and closer. The road 
to high performance is built on work and 
responsibility. Much more, a young player 
should know that in the day you do not 
train, one of your opponents surely does, 
and when you'll meet him, you'll see the 
difference.

3. You are the president of Sports Hub, 

an organization trying to bring together 
the business environment and the 
Romanian sports. You were also a club 
manager. Long story short, what steps 
should a club or player take in order to 
become at t ract ive  to  potent ia l 
sponsors?

He should know in which direction he 
wants to go, and where to end up. Then he 
should be realistic, and know exactly 
where he is now, he has to have a strategy, 
and know what steps have to be taken to 
get there. There are no shortcuts in sports. 
It is an essential thing I learned by myself 
as a sportsman and that I found out from 
the great champions I work with. In order to 
make it more valuable and transform it into 
a picture, that's a different topic, and a 
much more complicated one.

“BASKETBALL IS LIKE PLAYING 
CHESS” – VLAD MOLDOVEANU 

One of Vlad Moldoveanu's best memories 
in his career is winning the European title – 
B division for U18 in 2016 along with Sibiu. 
In the recent years he has visited 
Transilvania arena several times, playing 
for the big opponent, U Cluj. 

Vlad, you have been playing in the 
regional - Ardeal – Derby lately. What 
does a guest player feel when being in 
the Transilvania arena, especially when 
he wears the U Cluj colors? 

This derby reminds me of the duels 
between Venice and Treviso, when I was 
playing for Benneton. It's a special feeling, 
it's a joy to play in this arena, and I think this 
has always been an advantage for Sibiu.  I 
would always pick a full arena over an 
empty one. As a player, if you know how to 
use that energy from the audience, it can 
give you a big boost. I would love if this 
kind of atmosphere could be found 
anywhere in Romania, be it Cluj, Sibiu or 
Oradea. 
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2 .  O n e  o f  y o u r 
performances together 
with the national youth 
team, the European title 
for the B division, is 
connected to Sibiu. Do 
y o u  h a v e  a n y  f r e s h 
memor ies  f rom tha t 
tournament?

I remember losing a match 
with Estonia (laughs). We 
should not have lost that 
game, and that is stuck in 
my head. This is who I am, a 
very competitive nature. 
Sibiu was a welcoming host 
for us, the fans were by our 
side, and mattered a lot at 
that age. You have to have a 
grown-up character in order 
to play well in an arena 
where the audience is 
p r e s s i n g  y o u  a s  a n 
opponent.

3. What should young 
players do so that they 
can reach the same level 
you have?

They have to work a lot, and 
they have to have trust. 

With the new rules in the National 
League, they have a big opportunity to get 
there. The way you train is also very 
important.

As a basketball player, if you want to 
realize something, then you have to be 
passionate about it. The moment you go 
pro, the pressure is really high, and if you 
are not eager for dedicating yourself to 
the game, then you cannot advance.

The young players should understand the 
fact that training is everything. Especially 
the individual training. I think those are 
the moments I love about basketball. 
Why? Because no one sees you there, no 
one  coun ts  your  e r ro rs  o r  your 
successes. You set your mind to 
practicing a certain move, and you keep 
doing it until perfection. You must be 
patient, work hard, and always aspire to 

become better that your previous self. 
You cannot become a Euroleague or 
NBA player overnight. 

“WE NEED A GOOD TRAINING 
PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PLAYERS” – EMANUEL 
CĂȚE

The leader of the current generation left 
the country at the young age of 16. He 
was later noticed by the 
Real Madrid scouters. 
After almost 5 seasons in 
Spain, Emi was now 
chosen among the most 
promising players of the 
Champions League.

1. You left Romania at a 
young age and ended 
up in Spain, at Real 
Madrid. You are now a 
c o l l e a g u e  o f  L u k a 
Doncic. Tell us a little bit 
about everything!

I started my first season 
abroad when I was 16, 
playing for Real Madrid. I 
was remarked by several 
scouters, they proposed 
that I join the junior's 
program of the Real 
team.  I  immediate ly 
accepted the challenge. I 
remember that the first 
weeks in the basketball 
school were very difficult. 
I've never seen such 
devotion and training 
levels before. We were very happy 
when we won a big tradition tour, 
Hospitalet. Best junior teams in Europe 
were invited there. I don't know what to 
say about Luka, everyone can see what 
he achieved. What impressed me was 
the fact that he didn't show much 
in terest  in  anyth ing other  than 
basketball. The arena was his favorite 
playground.
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2. What do you think the Romanian 

basketball needs in order to come up 

with more valuable national team 

players?

I think the Romanian basketball is headed 

to the right direction. The more this sport 

is promoted, the bigger the chances to 

discover future talents for the national 

team. We still lack a good training 

program for improving those we already 

have.

3. What can you say about the CSU 

Sibiu fans and about the game 

atmosphere? 

I spotted the CSU Sibiu fans in 2017 at the 

match of our national team against 

Hungary. They were by far the supporter's 

leaders. They traveled specially for that 

game, I want to thank them and tell them 

that they are welcome to attend also the 

future matches of the Romanian national 

team. They need our support!

The entire article may be read on 

www.csufans.ro
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Will Hatcher: "The time spent in Sibiu 
helped me realize what it means to 
play for a club with such eager fans"

Adrian Micinic

Will Hatcher is an impressive player that 
has built an outstanding career in 
European basketball, after he debuted in 
the first league along with CSU Sibiu in 
the 2007/2008 season. Born in the US, 
Will has already spent 13 seasons in 
Europe, including two EuroCup seasons 
and three Basketball Champions League, 
along with championships and leagues 
such as those in Israel, the former 
Yugoslavia, Italy or Greece.

How did you react when you had your 
first opportunity to play outside the 
US?

I was so excited! Of course, I have always 
dreamed of having the chance to play in 
the NBA, but as I got older, I became 
aware of the fact that I had more chances 
to make a career outside the US. So, 
when I was offered a contract in Germany, 
I took it and I set off to come to Europe.

What was your first impression when 
you received the offer from CSU Sibiu? 
What was the main reason why you 
agreed to come to Romania?

I didn't know much about Romanian 
basketball when I signed with CSU. I 
know we were excited to start the 
collaboration. Sibiu was my second 
professional commitment after the one in 
Germany. The main reason I came to 
Romania was for the chance to play for a 
country's first tier team, because in 
Germany I was playing in the 2nd. I 

wanted to play in a main league, and 
Sibiu offered me this opportunity.

How did you adapt to the lifestyle in 
Romania? Would you like to come 
back here?

I enjoyed very much the Romanian 
lifestyle. I can say that I was privileged 
to spend a year in Sibiu, because 
everybody was very kind with me. The 
only negative thing was that I did not 
have a car, which would have given me 
more flexibility and more possibilities to 
explore the surroundings. However, it 
was a great overall experience. I 
remember how good the food was. In 
addition, Romania, at least in those 
times, was very inexpensive. Almost 
everything seemed to have low or 
reasonable prices. I am open to going 
back to Romania one day.

Do you remember the supporters 
from CSU? 

Of course I do! I could never forget 
them. The arena was always full during 
the matches, and that made me very 
happy and proud. Their support was 
extraordinary and you clearly perform at 
a different level when the team you're 
playing for has such great fans.

This interview will be published in 
ththe 200  edition of the CSU Fans 

Magazin. Are there any fan clubs or 
supporter associations from other 
teams you played for that are 
promoting basketball and their 
favorites similarly to the way Sibiu's 
supporters are?

Will Hatcher: 
"The time spent in Sibiu helped me realize what it means
 to play for a club with such eager fans"

written by Adrian Micinic
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Yes, I have been interviewed by my 

former club in Germany, the one I've 

made my debut at in Europe (n.r. Dragons 

Rhöndor f ) .  The guys over  there 

interviewed me for an anniversary edition 

of the magazine their team publish, 

similarly to CSU Fans Magazin.

Along CSU Sibiu, there are two other 

teams in your career that are also 

enjoying fiery, noisy and extremely 

well-organized fans. We're talking 

about Partizan Belgrad and PAOK 

Salonic. Can you compare the fans of 

these teams?

Honestly, all three are original and have 

their own identity. I can not compare the 

three, but I can say that playing in all three 

of these arenas gives you a special 

feeling. Of course, Partizan is a historical 

club for the European basketball and 

playing for them was really impressive. 

Their supporters are really fierce, and it is 

well known that there are fan clubs all 

around the world that support Partizan's 

basketball team exclusively. The PAOK 

fans look very much alike Partizan. They 

have the same colors, so it's difficult to tell 

them apart. The supporters is Sibiu were 

the first to show me the meaning of being 

passionate, and always cheering for the 

team. I think the time spent in Sibiu helped 

me realize what it means to play for a club 

with such eager fans, so that the transition 

to PAOK and Partizan was easier, thanks 

to the CSU experience.

What do you think about the Romanian 

basketball? What do you remember 

from the 2007/08 season? 

Eleven years have passed since then. 

Time flies. It seems incredible that so 

much time has gone by. It was a 

competitive league with quality basketball 

that gave away some important players to 

Europe. I know that after I left, the 

competition level has risen, new teams 

came up, the main rivalry remained the 

same and the supporters interest is great. 

Will Hatcher full length interview can be 

found on the website www.24secunde.ro
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“IF BETTER IS POSSIBLE, GOOD IS 
N O T  E N O U G H ”  –  F A B I A N A 
MARTINESCU

Her love for basketball was born in Sibiu, 
in the Small Arena, where she followed 
and was followed by legends such as 
Claudiu Munteanu, Elemer Tordai or Beni 
Pelger. She arbitrated in the big arenas, 
but she was rarely given the chance to 
breath in  an atmosphere l ike in 
Transylvania Arena.

You grew up and you probably got the 
love for basketball in Sibiu. What 
memories do you have with the 
legends of Sibiu's past?

I grew up in the Theater near-by Arena, 
also known as the Small Arena. It was a 
much too small room for the large 
supporter's group. As a junior, we 
sometimes had trainings before or after 
CSU. I had sports models such as 
Claudiu Munteanu, Elemer Tordai, Beni 
Pelger, Cornel Alecu whose careers 
guided me in the later years. I remember 
being in the arena at the same time, with 
them cheer ing us and g iv ing us 
confidence throughout the matches.

The fans in Sibiu create a fiery 
atmosphere in the matches. How does 
an arbiter manage a room that is likely 
to  pun ish  her  o r  h im fo r  any 
controversial decision against their 
team? How do you manage to detach 
yourself when you know that you are 
in a room with all eyes on you?

A full Transylvania arena with the flapping 
flags and the supporters singing is a 
dream of any arbiter that sets foot in Sibiu. 
I had the privilege to be a referee in many 
halls, many countries and several 
con t inen ts ,  bu t  I  ra re l y  me t  an 
atmosphere as the one in Transylvania 
Hall. In order to withstand the pressure in 
the stands, you have to be really good. 
You have to stay focused, make good 

decisions, and never forget that you are 
there in the service of this noble sport - 
basketball. I have always trusted my 
emotions, I'm nervous  every time I 
come into the field, but they have often 
directed me towards good results. A full 
room keeps adrenaline at its peak, and 
this has always been the key to success 
for me.

Nike has recently launched an ad in 
which it portrays the achievements 
women have in sports, despite their 
preconceptions and stereotypes that 
they have to overcome. How difficult 
was for you to put yourself in a men-
dominated field, especially in male 
competitions?

I know the Nike ad and it seems to me a 
great idea. Getting into a male-
dominated area is not easy, no matter 
what field you are into. My first match as 
a crew-chief in Division A ended with a 
club manager's threat: "You will never 
again blow that whistle on the guys!" I 
arbitrated at the highest level another 
decade after that remark, until I decided 
in January 2018 to remain an official 
only for 3x3 basketball. As a woman, 
you have to prove twice the things that 
men do, in order to get to the top.  I 
always guided my career after a saying: 
“If better is possible, good is not 
enough!”

“BASKETBALL SHOWED ME A WAY 
TO OVERCOME MY BOUNDARIES” – 
MARIUS CIULIN

He is the most valuable Romanian 
referee at the moment and one of the 
most representative in history. He has 
s e e n  W o r l d  a n d  E u r o p e a n 
Championships, Euroleague and 
EuroCup matches and was on court 
with some basketball legends such as 
Dirk Nowitzki, Juan Carlos Navarro and 
Tony Parker.

“IF BETTER IS POSSIBLE, GOOD IS NOT ENOUGH”

written by Adrian Popa

FABIANA MARTINESCU
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I can say that my job gives me the 

opportunity to do what I like. Arbitration 

brings me both professional satisfaction, 

that is to be part of the basketball field, my 

passion since childhood, but also 

personal satisfaction. This sport has given 

me the opportunity to evolve, to overcome 

my limits, to arbitrate at the highest level. 

It is clear that when we have chosen this 

job, we have also assumed this attitude of 

some, as being "scapegoats" for any 

failure. However, the referee's job is not 

only what is seen during the game, there 

are many physical training hours, 

psychological training, theoretical training 

(basketball game and team scouting) as 

well as postgame analysis.

What are the methods by which a 

referee manages to detach himself 

from the pressure exerted by the 

stands?

The way referees manage this form of fan 

pressure depends very much on the 

personality of each individual. Personally, 

I  rely heavi ly on self-confidence, 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m 

(impartiality) and, last but not least, faith. 

You have been a referee for high-level 

matches in Europe. Tell us a memory of 

one of the top European players you 

have arbitrated. Is it more difficult to 

arbitrate a star, a well-known player?

There were exciting moments, that only 

basketball enthusiasts can understand, 

like when I had the opportunity to find 

myself on the same ground as players 

who make history: Tony Parker, Dirk 

Nowitzki, Juan Carlos Navarro, Ioannis 

Bourousis and others. I was impressed by 

the sincerity and decency that Nowitzki 

communicates wi th us,  referees. 

Communication is important, and if you 

manage to communicate well with the 

team captain (the star of the team) you will 

certainly have effective communication 

with all the participants in the game.

“BASKETBALL SHOWED ME A WAY TO OVERCOME MY BOUNDARIES”
MARIUS CIULIN
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About Alin Savu 

- 1961-1965 „Ştiinţa” Bucharest
- 1965-1977 „Steaua” Bucharest
- 1977-1978 „CSU” Sibiu
- 208 matches played with the Romanian 

national team, 3 editions of the European 

Championships;
- The only Romanian basketball player 

selected twice to play in the European 

Team;
- Sports Master and Master emeritus of 

sports;
- In 2012 he published the book: 

“Slamdunk.ro”, publisher “Pegasus 

Press”, from which we reproduce the 

following lines.

Mountains of melons and coke (fuel)
I would have stopped at this European 

incident. However, I  remembered 

something funny, something worth 

depicting.
The summer of 1966, no European 

games. Only the Balcaniada was a goal 

then. There was a fresh coach of the 

national team, Alexandru Popescu. He 

drove a serious 6 weeks training program 

at Poiana Brasov. We then went to two 

formal  tournaments to Sib iu and 

Hunedoara, together with the junior's and 

youth's RDG teams. At first, it was pretty 

much ok in Sibiu, because the city has a 

specia l  charm to i t .  But  la ter  in 

Hunedoara, the atmosphere and the living 

conditions were terrible. This is because 

of the dark grey atmosphere that the 

smoke and the coke mountains reveal, 

because of the sleeping conditions from a 

former «Hotel of the party» and because 

of the lack of entertainment or fun. For four 

straight days we did nothing else then 

travel from the hotel to the market, where 

there were mountains of melons! We were 

walking in groups of 4-5 people and 

bringing 10-15 melons (the day's food, 

because they were extremely cheap). 
During one of these walks, Titus Tarău has 

the crazy idea to make a competition out 

of throwing melons, the longest one to be 

awarded. But the melons were not to be 

squashed, so we had a thrower and a 

catcher. When it was my turn at catching, 

Titus was on the throwing side. As he was 

a strong guy and had long arms, I get 

pretty far away, to be able to catch the 4-5 

kg melon. Titus lifts the “object” with two 

arms, swings it and throws it up into the 

air, on a longer course than the one I 

estimated. I panicked, ran backwards for 

a few meters, and the melon was heading 

to my forehead. The speed was high, my 

palms were sweaty so I couldn't stop it, 

and the melon hits my face. I was lucky 

that I alleviated the blow, otherwise I 

would not be here right now!

AlIN SAVU SLAMDUNK.ro 

Section from the book Slamdunk.ro
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Don't assume that any of them started 

laughing or asked me if I'm ok. No no! All 3 

of my companions rushed like hulking 

hawks to catch the best of the red fruit 

scattered on the pavement! But that 

moment was just the beginning of the real 

orgy that followed in the living room of my 

apartment. Stuffed with melons, Tarau, 

Diaconescu, myself and Ruhring, I think, all 

got naked and started a life and death fight 

with the red fruit pulp. We did so to avoid 

getting injured. We hid all our clothes 

inside the closets, so that we don't stain 

them.  The laughter would have raised all 

the illegal PCR Party practitioners from 

the dead! Puiu Popescu, stayed in one of 

the next rooms of the apartment building, 

did not say anything, probably also aware 

that I needed such discharge after the 

days of a major boredom spent in the 

capital of the Romanian iron industry.
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Sports have always been a source of 

inspiration for many areas. Books 

have been written, beautiful life stories 

have been born, and films have been 

directed. Successful films which have 

left their mark on the lives of many 

people. And because we are all 

basketball lovers, let's see the top 5 

most popular movies in this field. 

Some of them are based on real 

stories, while others make up very 

interesting cases.

Above the Rim (1994)

The film tells the story of young Kyle-Lee 

Watson, Birdie and Thomas 'Shep' 

Sheppard, all three being part of a difficult 

dilemma that makes their lives seem 

dramatic and complicated. Kyle is a 

promising basketball player for the high 

school team he’s studying at, Birdie is a 

fearsome and powerful drug lord, and 

Thomas is a former standout player at the 

same high school that Kyle is playing for.

The Basketball Diaries (1995)

A remarkable film inspired from Jim 

Carroll's true story. Four New York friends 

have a common passion that is called 

basketball. When Bobby dies from 

leukemia, Jim and his friends are 

confronted with a tough reality that seems 

to be getting extremely unreasonable. Jim 

starts writing about his thoughts in a diary, 

but that doesn’t stop him from taking 

drugs. His mother threatens to evict him.  

He continues to write, but his thoughts get 

a surreal turn.

Hoosiers (1986)

Based on a true story in the small-town 

called Indiana, the film presents the 

attempt of a basketball coach with an 

spotty past. The coach, together with the 

basketball-loving town drunk, tries to lead 

the high school team to win the 1954 City 

Championship.

Coach Carter (2005)

It's based on the incredible true story of 

basketball coach Carter that presents the 

controversial basketball coach Ken 

Carter (Samuel L. Jackson), who was 

praised and criticized after becoming 

famous. The Coach locks the court after 

his seemingly undefeated team starts 

dealing with a few failures.

Hurricane Season (2009)

Al Collins is a basketball coach that ended 

up with one of the most valuable teams in 

his career. Everything seemed to be 

perfect; they hoped to win that season’s 

championship in Louisiana. The plot 

changes after an unexpected event: 

hurricane Katrina devastates New 

Orleans. Al finds the necessary resources 

to overcome the problems and the team 

rises again just like a Phoenix bird. He 

manages to gather the team from all 

around the city, leaving all rivalries 

behind. He also deals with each player’s 

personal issues, proving himself as a fine 

psychologist as well, just like a proper 

coach.

Basketball – a source of inspiration 
for film producers

written by Sînziana Staicu
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Thanks for THE support
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The Final Four of the men's Euroleague 
nd

has reached the 32  edition

The men's Euroleague will run the final 
tournament, the Final Four. This will 

th thhappen this year, during 17 -19  of May. 
The event will take place for the first 
time in Vitoria, Spain, at Fernando 
Buesa Arena.

The arena's capacity is 15.716 seated 
spectators. It previously hosted the final 
game of Saporta Cup in 1996 and the final 
tournament of the EuroCup in 2010. Both 
competitions were considered second in 
line as value in the European club 
basketball level, right after the men's 
Euroleague.

Fernando Buesa Arena hosted the Spain 
Cup games four times, but this year's May 
event will be the most significant in the 
arena's history. The largest number of 

rdspectators the arena has seen was on 3  of 
January 2016, at a Real Madrid match. 
There were 15.544 spectators that bought 
tickets that day.

The men's Euroleague, previously known 
as the European Champion's Cup, has 

ndreached its 62  edition of all times. This is 
ndgoing to be the 32  edition of the Final Four, 

the first one being organized at Flanders 
Expo in Ghent, Belgium, in 1988. The 
competition was won by Olimpia Milano, 
having defeated Maccabi Tel-Aviv with 90-
84 in the final match. Partizan Belgrad and 
Aris Salonic also played in that first edition 
of the Final Four.

thThe 2018/19 season is the 19  edition 
organized by the Euroleague Basketball, a 
private company from Barcelona, Spain. 

rdAlso, this is the 3  season organized as a 
league in the true sense of the word 
(including a regular season that comprise 
games with playoffs and Final Four 
tournaments).

Throughout the history of the men's 
Euroleague, 21 teams triumphed. Most of 
the trophies belong to Real Madrid, the 

winners of the latest edition. The Iberians 
hold ten trophies and have played in 18 
final matches.

The list of the most awarded teams in the 
men's Euroleague history include CSKA 
Moscow - 7 trophies, Maccabi Tel-Aviv 
and Panathinaikos - 6 trophies each, 
Pallacanestro Varese - 5 trophies, 
Olympiacos Pireu, Olimpia Milano, Rigas 
ASK, KK Split - 3 trophies each, FC 
Barcelona, Virtus Bologna, Pallacanestro 
Cantu and Cibona Zagreb - 2 trophies 
each, and Fenerbahce Istanbul, Dinamo 
Tbilisi, Joventut Badalona, Zalgiris 
Kaunas, Bosna Sarajevo, Virtus Roma, 
Partizan Belgrad and Limoges CSP - 
each one trophy. Seven other teams have 
played at least one Euroleague final 
match.

Spain and Italy are the countries that won 
the most Euroleague titles. Each of them 
has 13 titles won. The Iberians have three 
teams and the Italians have five teams; 
each having won at least one trophy. 
Then we have Greece, with two teams 
that summed up 9 trophies. The Soviet 
Union has 8 trophies, Yugoslavia 7, Israel 
has 6, Russia 3, and Turkey, France and 
Lithuania each of them has won one 
trophy.

Romania was represented in the men's 
E u r o l e a g u e ,  u n d e r  E u r o l e a g u e 
Basketball, by two players. The first is 
Virgil Stanescu, who played for Opel 
Skyliners Frankfurt in the 2001/02 
season. The second is Vlad Moldoveanu, 
who played for PGE Turow Zgorzelec in 
the 2014/15 season, then for Stelmet 
Zielona Gora in the 2015/16 season.

Written by Adrian Micinic
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With the right team for the job, nothing
seems impossible! Our appreciation is
aimed at the people that made this
possible. Magazine no. 200 will soon
reach the daylight, in a 1/1.6 m format
and 28 pages long. It will be proclaimed
the biggest magazine in the world,
trying to establish a new world record!
Record Team: Claudiu Hila, Vlad Branga,
Tudor Popa, Călin Găvozdea, Dragoș
Bicher, Olteanu Ovidiu, Ovidiu Matiu, Florin
Iacob, Marius Manea, Victor Marcu, Adrian
Bugariu, Adrian Popa, Bogdan Brylynski,
Sînziana Staicu, Cristina Bălău, Carmen
Olteanu, Ana-Maria Mătușoiu, Tudor
Popescu, Stepan Dragoman, Roxana
Petcu, Alexandra Savu, Cristina Radu
Ioana Sărătean, Ramona Copăcel, Paula
Manea, Paul Deca, Alexandru Pacurar,

Alex Popescu, Alex Achim, Robert 
Oprișu,  Anișoara Duțu.
Special thanks to Horațiu Floca, Adrian
Bibu, Ionuț Georgescu, Laurențiu
Buduleci and Gabrielei Vișan  for the 
support they've shown for this project!
We want to thank the sponsors and 
partners of our attempt to establish a new 
world record in Sibiu, and also to BC CSU 
Sibiu club, for their cooperation in 
thisproject. Sponsors for this project: 
Dabo Doner (main sponsor), Pall-Ex 
Romania, DHL, Magnolia Residence, 
Casa Pariurilor, Zacaria, Bertrandt, 
Unimat. Partners: Print Center, World 
Wide Print, Andu, Ghost Media, BC CSU 
Sibiu, Intermedia Insights, 24secunde.ro, 
Sport Arena.
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